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A discussion on the topic of '‘Busan Global Hub Era! Busan Special Act is the Answer' was held

on the 16th at the Busan City Council conference room.

This discussion was jointly hosted by National Assemblyman Lee Seong-gwon (People's Power
Party, Saha Gap), the Busan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the Busan Metropolitan City
Tourism Association, and the Korea International Logistics Association, and was organized to
urge the enactment of the 'Busan Global Hub City Special Act', which was re-introduced in the

22nd National Assembly.

At the discussion that day, it was made clear that the enactment of the 'Busan Special Act' is a
prerequisite for the development of the Arctic Route and the creation of Busan as a free city,
as recently proposed by the Democratic Party. In addition, strategies were sought to create a
'global hub city' with an international-level foundation in the economic and industrial sectors
such as logistics and finance, and an international foundation in the fields of education, living,

tourism, and the environment through the special act.

At the discussion, Assemblyman Lee Seong-gwon served as the moderator, and 'Jang Ha-
yong', Director of the Future Strategy Office of the Busan Research Institute, gave a keynote
speech. In addition, A Woo Jong-gyun, Professor of Global Business at Dongmyeong
University A Kang Seok-hwan, Vice President of the Busan Metropolitan City Tourism
Association, presented strategies for promoting 'Busan's global hub city and logistics and

tourism sectors.'

In the following discussion, A Lee Kyung-deok, Director of Planning at Busan City A Lee
Myeong-ho, President of the Busan International Finance Promotion Agency A Park Jae-yool,
Standing Representative of the Busan Citizens' Coalition for Balanced Local Decentralization
and Development, participated as discussants and discussed the necessity of enacting the

Busan Special Act and ways to create public opinion to build consensus.

Rep. Lee Seong-gwon criticized, "The '‘Busan Global Hub City Special Act' is a key bill for Busan
to become a global logistics, finance, and tourism hub," and "1.6 million Busan citizens have

already signed the bill, and it is a bill proposed by both ruling and opposition party members.
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However, the Democratic Party is effectively refusing to submit the bill to the National

Assembly, so even a legislative hearing has not been held so far"

He continued, "We can no longer overlook the reality that the earnest demands of Busan
citizens are being ignored for political reasons.” and he added, “The Democratic Party has
recently mentioned various ideas such as the ‘North Pole Route’ and the ‘Busan Free City, but
the foundation for realizing all of them is contained in this special law. True responsible politics
is not just making promises in words, but actually creating laws and showing them through

action. The first step is the enactment of the special law!”

Rep. Lee said, “The Democratic Party will now stop weighing the enactment of the special law
based on political interests, and will humbly accept the will of Busan citizens and cooperate in
passing the bill” He added, “I will continue to do my best to enact the special law, and | will
move forward without wavering until the day we overcome the unipolarity of the metropolitan

area and realize Busan’s advanced future blueprint”

Mayor Park Hyung-joon said, “The ‘Busan Global Hub City Special Act' is a bill that will save
Busan and, furthermore, the Republic of Korea, but the National Assembly is not even
deliberating on it, let alone passing it and demanded, “Despite the desperate petition of 1.6
million citizens, half of Busan citizens, demanding the enactment of the special act, the

National Assembly must explain why it is keeping it quiet like this.”

Mayor Park said, “The greatest principle of democracy and republicanism is explaining to the
people, that is, responsible politics,” and “It is mocking the citizens of Busan and the nation to
ask them to wait until a new table is set for them when there is no nutritional problem and
they can just take a spoonful of food from a well-prepared table. | hope that the political
world will not forget the aspirations of many people who attended today's discussion, the

citizens of Busan, and the nation.” He repeatedly urged the enactment of the special act.
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